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[T1] See Top.1V.2 121b24-122a2 and 122b3-6; Top. V1.6 144b20-25 and V1.4. Top. V1.6 144a11-
13 and 144b20-25 (on both of these see Brunschwig 1967 lvi-lviii). See also Top. VI1.13, and
Schiaparelli 2023, 312.

[T2] Phys. VIIL6 258b10-12
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Since there must always be motion and it must not give out, it is necessary that there be
something eternal which is the first cause of motion, whether one or many, and that the first
mover be unmoved.

[T3] Phys. VIIL6 259a6-13
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If the motion is eternal, the first mover will also be eternal, if there is one [mover]; if there
are more than one [?what], there will be more than one eternal [?thing ?mover]. But we
should suppose one rather than many, and what is finite in number rather than what is
infinite. For if the results are the same, we should always assume the finite in number. For in
what is by nature what is finite in number and what is better must, if possible, be present
rather than the opposite. And in fact it is sufficient for there to be one, which, being the first
of unmoved things and eternal, will be the principle of motion in the rest.

[T4] Phys. VIIL6 259b28-31
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Incidental motion of a thing by itself and such motion by something else are not the same
thing. For being moved incidentally by another belongs also to certain principles of the
things in the heavens - those that undergo more than one motion - but being moved
incidentally in the other way belongs only to things which perish.



[T5] Cael. 11.6 288a27-b7
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Further, since everything moved is moved by something, it is necessary that the irregularity
of the movement come to be either because of the mover, or because of the what is moved, or
because of both. For if the mover does not move with the same power, or if what is moved
alters and does not remain the same, or if both alter, there is nothing to prevent what is
moved from moving in an irregular way. But none of these can happen in the heaven. For
what is moved has been proved to be primary, simple, ungenerated, unperishing, and
altogether unchanging, and it is much more reasonable that the mover is of the same sort; for
only what is primary can move the primary, what is simple the simple, what is unperishing
and ungenerated the unperishing and ungenerated. Since, then, what is moved - which is a
body - does not change, neither will the mover - which is without body - change. Hence it is
impossible that the motion be irregular.

[T6] Cael. 11. 6 288b22-7
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Further, it is unreasonable that the mover should for an infinite time lack power, and then
for another infinite time have power; for it is apparent that nothing exists in a state which is
contrary to natural for an infinite time (and lack of power is contrary to nature), nor exists as
long in a state which is contrary to nature as in its natural state, nor, for that matter, as long
without power as with it. But if the motion slows down, it is necessary that it does so for an
infinite time.

[T7] Cael. 1.8 277b9-12
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Further, [the uniqueness of the cosmos] might also be proved by way of the arguments of
first philosophy, that is, from the circular motion, which would necessarily be eternal in the
same way here and in the other cosmoi.


http://stephanus.tlg.uci.edu/help/BetaManual/online/SB1.html
http://stephanus.tlg.uci.edu/help/BetaManual/online/SB1.html

[T8] Pieces of writing which begin with a relatively sweeping or even grand claim: with ‘all
or every’: Post An., PA I, Met A, EN I, Pol.; others: Phys I, De An., EE.

[T9] Stylistic evidence of haste in the writing of A: one example is Met. A.3 1069b35-1070a5:
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After these things <say> that neither the matter nor the form comes to be - I mean the last
ones. For in every case of change, something changes, is changed by something, and changes
into something: by what - the first mover; what - the matter; into what - the form. They will
go to infinity, then, if not only the bronze comes to be spherical, but also the spherical or the
bronze comes to be; hence there must be a stop. After these things <say> that each substance
comes to be from a synonym ...

See also A.3 1070a19; A.4 1070b19-21; A.5 1071a8-10; A.10 1075a25-1076a4

[T10] Gisela Striker 2009, xviii:

... though what we have [in the Prior and Posterior Analytics] can be recognised as belonging to
the general project (or projects) mentioned at the beginning, the books as we have them no
doubt also contain a number of related studies that were originally written as independent
essays and are not strictly integrated into the overall structure.

[T11] Lennox 2001, 119:

PA 1is generally recognized to be independent of the rest of PA and to have the character of a
loosely connected set of discussions.

[T12] Phys. 11.1 193b20-21
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But whether or not there is a privation and an opposite in coming to be without qualification
must be considered later.

[T13] Meteor. 1.1 338a20-b22 and 339a5-9
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We have earlier spoken about the first causes of nature and about all natural motion, and,
further, about the movement in the heavens of the ordered stars, about the number, kinds
and mutual transformations of the bodily elements, and about coming to be and ceasing to be
insofar as it is common. It remains, further, to consider a part of this inquiry which all of our
predecessors called meteorology. This is everything which happens naturally but with less
order than that of the primary element of bodies, and which takes place in the region which
borders most nearly on the movement of the stars .... After we have dealt with these subjects,
let us then consider if we can give some account, in the way which we have laid down, of
animals and plants, both in general and in particular; for when we have spoken of these we
may perhaps claim that the whole investigation which we set before ourselves at the outset
has been completed (trans. Lee, with modifications)

[T14] PA1. 5 644b31-645a23, with three omissions
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Each study has its attractions. Even if our contact with eternal beings is slight, nonetheless
because of its surpassing value this knowledge is a greater pleasure than our knowledge of
everything around us, even as a chance, brief glimpse of the ones we love is a greater
pleasure than seeing accurately many other and great things.... Since we have completed
stating the way things appear to us about the divine things, it remains to speak about animal
nature, omitting nothing in our power, whether of lesser or greater esteem. For even in the
study of animals disagreeable to perception, the nature that crafted them likewise provides
extraordinary pleasures to those who are able to know their causes and are by nature
philosophers.... For this reason we should not be childishly disgusted at the examination of
the less valuable animals. For in all natural things there is something marvellous. .... One
should approach research about each of the animals without disgust, since in every one there
is something natural and good (trans. Lennox).

[T15] SE 34 183b34-184b8, with one omission
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But as for this study, it is not the case that some of it had been worked up before and some
had not; rather, nothing existed at all.... Concerning rhetorical matters, there existed the
many and venerable works we mentioned, but concerning deduction we previously had
absolutely nothing to mention (except to say that we spent much time labouring in
exhausting searches). And if the method, having come into being from such beginnings as
these, appears to you the spectators to be adequately developed in comparison to the other
treatises that have grown out of a tradition, the task that would remain for all of you - or for
those who have heard our work - is to pardon the deficiencies of our work and give us much
thanks for its discoveries (trans. Smith, with modifications; both text and translation are
disputed).

[T16] EN X.5 1175b10-13
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That is why if we are enjoying one thing, whatever it may be, we do not engage in another

thing very much; it is when something only mildly pleases us that we do other things - for
example, people who eat sweets in theatres do this most when the contestants are bad.

[T17] ENIIL.2 1111b6-9; ENI11.12 1119a33-b15.

[T18] Pol. VIIL.6 1340b26-9

Kal tnv Apx0tov mAataynv oiesbat yevésbat kaA®g, v d1d6act toig matdiolg, STw XpWUEVOL
Ta0TN UNOEV KATAYVUWOL TOV KATA TNV oikiav: o0 yap dUvatat to véov fouyxdlev.

Archytas’ rattle, which they give to children so that by using it they may refrain from

breaking things about the house, must be considered a fine invention; for the young cannot
keep still.

[T19] EN 1.6 1096a16-17
au@oiv yap dvtotv @ilotv So1ov mpoTipdv thv GAROetav.

Though we love both our friends and the truth, it is only right to love the truth more.

[T20] Met. A.10 1076a4

oUk ayaBov moAvkotpavin: €1¢ Kolpavog.

To have many rulers is not good: <let there be> one ruler.



References

Barnes, Jonathan (1979). The Presocratic Philosophers. 2 vols. (London: Routledge).
Barnes, Jonathan (2022). ‘Postface’ in Frede 2022.
Jacques Brunschwig (1967). Aristote, Topiques. (Paris: Belles Lettres).

Frede Michael (2022). The Historiography of Philosophy, with a postface by Jonathan Barnes,
edited by Katerina Ierodiakonou (Oxford: Oxford University Press).

Judson, Lindsay (2015). ‘Aristotle’s Astrophysics’, Oxford Studies in Ancient Philosophy 49, 151-92.

Judson, Lindsay (2018). ‘First Philosophy in Metaphysics A’, Oxford Studies in Ancient Philosophy
54, 227-77.

Judson, Lindsay (2019). Aristotle: Metaphysics A: A Translation and Commentary. Clarendon
Aristotle Series (Oxford: Clarendon Press).

Lee, H.D.P. (1952). Aristotle, Meteorologica. Loeb Classical Library. (Cambridge MA: Harvard
University Press).

Lennox, James G. (2001). Aristotle, On the Parts of Animals: A Translation and Commentary.
Clarendon Aristotle Series (Oxford: Clarendon Press).

Lloyd, G.E.R. (2000). ‘Metaphysics A.8’, in Michael Frede and David Charles (eds) Aristotle’s
Metaphysics Lambda: Symposium Aristotelicum. (Oxford: Clarendon Press).

Menn, Stephen (2023). ‘The Historical History of Philosophy: A Discussion with Michael
Frede’, British Journal for the History of Philosophy, 31, 1036-48.

Schiaparelli, Annamaria (2023). Aristotle, Topics Book VI: A Translation and Commentary.
Clarendon Aristotle Series (Oxford: Clarendon Press).

Smith, Robin (forthcoming). Aristotle, Sophistici Elenchi: A Translation and Commentary.
Clarendon Aristotle Series (Oxford: Clarendon Press).

Striker, Gisela (2009). Aristotle, Prior Analytics Book I: A Translation and Commentary. Clarendon
Aristotle Series (Oxford: Clarendon Press).



